
Local leaders 
take ideas 
to Frankfort 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Effective governing at the 
local level begins with looking 
into the eyes of state and fed-
eral leaders at every opportu-
nity. With the Kentucky 
General Assembly currently 
convened in Frankfort for a 
short, off-year session, a con-
tingent of government offi-
cials from Crittenden and 
Livingston counties made the  
three-and-a-half-hour drive 
to the capitol last week for 
some face time. 

Water was the focal point 
for Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning and Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom. 

Browning said it is evident 
that state leaders in Frank-
fort are clearly aware of Mar-
ion’s ongoing water crisis and 
appear ready and willing to 
help. 

“They are committed to our 
success,” she said. “And I 
want to give a special thank 
you to Gov. Andy Beshear for 
his genuine interest and 
commitment to water secu-

rity for Marion and Critten-
den-Livingston Water Dis-
trict.” 

Securing funds beyond the  
 

See CAPITOL/page 8 

WATER UPDATE: 
Relief sought for 
springtime order 

 
Two engineering firms have 

presented proposals for final de-
sign of the dam repair work at 
Lake George. Proposals were due 
last week. Surprisingly, BFW En-
gineers did not present a pro-
posal despite drawing up the  
preliminary design work and pro-
viding consulting to the City of 
Marion from the beginning of the 
water crisis. Mayor D’Anna 
Browning said both firms with 
plans on the table have experi-
ence with earthen dams and ad-
ministering state projects. 

Once a final design is ap-
proved, work can begin on re-
pairing the original leak and 
shoring up the area of the damn 
purposely breeched to relieve 
pressure on the levee.  

City officials are also reviewing 
the Water Conservation Order 
and consulting with the Division 
of Water to determine if some re-
lief can be granted to residents 
this spring while both Old City 
Lake and Lake George are hold-
ing adequate amounts of raw 
water. The mayor said some fine 
tuning of the order may be nec-
essary to protect the city’s vul-
nerable water sources yet allow 
customers more flexibility this 
spring. The matter will likely be 
on the city council’s March 
agenda. 

 

KY not so much 
bourbon capital 

 
Kentucky is widely known for 

horses, basketball and bourbon. 
But the latest figures show Ten-
nessee has the most distillery 
visits by tourists. Although the 
Bluegrass State has more barrels 
of bourbon than people, accord-
ing to Kentucky Tourism, its 
missing the boat. Data from the 
Business Wire says America’s 
most visited distilleries in 2022 
were both in the Volunteer State. 
On-site traffic counters recorded 
more than 5 million visitors be-
tween four Tennessee Distillery 
locations, about twice as many 
visitors counted on the Kentucky 
Bourbon Trail. The Holler, located 
in Gatlinburg, had 2.3 million 
visitors. The Barrelhouse, located 
in Gatlinburg, saw 1.1 million 
visitors. The Barn, located in Pi-
geon Forge, saw 1.2 million visi-
tors. Sixth & Peabody, located in 
Nashville, saw over 700,000 visi-
tors. Kentucky’s 42 distilleries on 
the Bourbon Trail – which was 
created in 1999 – had a record 
number of visitors, just over 2 
million. In Kentucky, there are 
11.4 million barrels of bourbon 
aging in warehouses. Our popu-
lation is 4.5 million. 
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REVOLUTIONARY PATRIOTS

A contingent of local leaders spent a day last week in Frankfort visiting the governor, legislative 
representatives and cabinet leaders. Pictured (from left) are Livingston County Judge-Executive 
Garrett Gruber, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom, Gov. Andy Beshear, Critten-
den County School Superintendent Tonya Driver, Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning and Rocky 
Adkins, senior advisor to the governor.

STAFF REPORT 
At 87 years old, Betty 

Holeman is just as ready for 
a job as anyone else. 

She works the counter, 
stocks shelves and provides 
customer service at the 
Salem Dollar General Store. 

She’s the second oldest 
DG employee in Kentucky, 
and that is by only two 
months. 

“When I started, I was the 
oldest,” she said with a 
chuckle. “They must have 
hired somebody ahead of 
me.” 

Corporate headquarters 
for Dollar General says 
Holeman is one of the oldest 
workers it has in the coun-
try. Although the company 
didn’t want to specifically 
comment on the role Hole-
man plays in Salem or 
whether it specifically tar-
gets elderly people as em-
ployees, a spokesperson did 
note that elder people tend 
to want jobs in customer 
service.  

“I just love it,” Holeman 
said. “I am a social person. I 
like being around people.” 

A Marion resident for 

decades, Holeman grew up 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., where 
she got her first job as a 
teenager working at Pen-
ney’s Department Store. 
That early experience has 
led to a full life in retail. She 
met her husband, the late 
Harold Holeman up North. 
He was originally from Daw-
son Springs and they even-
tually moved back to this 
area to raise a family. The 
couple opened Holeman’s 
Jewelers, which was on the 
Marion court square for 35 
years.  

“I’ve always worked,” 
Holeman said. “I’d rather be 
working. I don’t like just sit-
ting around. I like to stay 
busy.” 

She’s the mother of four, 
grandmother of nine and 
you’ll need extra hands to 
count the great-grandchil-
dren and great-great-grand-
children. There are 27. 

Highly energetic, this oc-
togenarian shows no sign of 
running out gas. 

“I will keep working until 
I’m no longer able,” she 
said. 

Holeman works three or 

four days a week and 
there’s no special treat-
ment. She does everything 
the others employees are 
asked to do. 

She once worked at Potter 
& Brumfield, a manufactur-
ing facility that’s no longer 
here, but arguably the for-
bearer to Siemens, and she 
was employed for several 
years at Pamida and 
Shopko, two former Marion 
department stores. 

“Everyone I work with, the 
Coke guys who bring drinks 
to the store, and everyone 
else I work around are just 
so nice to me. I am truly 
blessed,” she said. “This 
just gives me a purpose.” 

Holeman’s husband died 
more than 25 years ago. 
She makes regular trips to 
the cemetery to tidy up his 
gravesite and she likes to 
visit friends and attend ac-
tivities that involve her large 
family when she’s not on 
the job. 

“I don’t do it for the 
money,” she said, but 
pointed out that it’s nice to 
have “a little extra.”

Fredonia will 
mark graves 
in ceremony 

 
A dedication service will be 

held at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
March 5 at Centreville Liv-
ingston Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery in Fredonia for the 
first two Pomeroy Patriot 
Burial Markers to be placed 
in Kentucky.   

The Patriot Burials His-
toric Marker Grant Program 
is a special marker series 
which commemorates burial 
sites of Revolutionary War 
patriots, those who fought in 
or were involved in the 
struggle for American inde-
pendence.  

The ceremony will dedicate 
the markers which identify 
the Centreville Livingston 
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery and nearby Old Fredo-
nia Cemetery as the burial 
location of patriots from the 
American Revolution. Revo-
lutionary War patriot John 
Elder died Oct. 21, 1799, 
and is buried in Centreville 
cemetery.  His tombstone is 
the oldest documented stone 
in Caldwell and Crittenden 
counties. Revolutionary War 
Cpt. Robert Leeper died in 
1823 and is buried at the 
nearby Old Fredonia Ceme-
tery.   

Everyone is invited to the 
dedication service to be held 
at the church cemetery ap-
proximately one mile north 
of Fredonia off US 641. The 
dedication service will in-
clude a color guard in colo-
nial period clothing, a 
flintlock gun salute, a drum-
mer, presentation of wreaths 
and historical information 
about the settlement of this 
area by these patriots.    

Parking will be available 
on the cul-de-sac next to the 
cemetery off of U.S. 641.  Ad-
ditional parking will be avail-
able on the Boone Farm at 
21804 Marion Road. There 
will be priority handicap 
parking.  Some seating will 
be available, but attendees 
are encouraged to bring 
their own chairs. In the 
event of adverse weather, the 
ceremony will be held at the 
Fredonia Lions Club Build-
ing on Shelby Street.  
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No End in Sight

“             ”
I’m a social person. I like being around people.

Marion resident Betty Holeman



DeFew 

Linda Carol DeFew, 
69, of Salem, died 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023 
at her home. 

She was a secretary 
for the Vanderbilt Law 
Department and was a 
member of Church of 
Christ. 

Surviving are her 
husband, Eddie 
DeFew; a daughter, 
Melissa Kraft of Ben-
ton; a son, Matt Hatch-
ett of Paducah; a 
brother-in-law, Gary 
Noles of Benton; and 
several grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by a sister, 
Janet Noles; and her 
parents. 

There will be a me-
morial service at a 
later date. 

 

Workman 

Gordon Dax Work-
man, 50, of Paducah, 
died Monday, Feb. 13, 
2023 at his home. 

He was a member of 
Twelve Oaks Baptist 
Church in 
Paducah. 

S u r v i v -
ing are his 
m o t h e r , 
J e a n n i e 
M a r s h a l l 
of Marion; 
three daughters, 
Pamela Purvis, April 
Workman and Alexan-
dra Riser; three 
sisters, Amy Gardner, 
Sarah (Joey) Bayer, 
and Melissa (James) 
Howard; four nieces, 
Lauren Hasty, Claire 
Harmon, Lillian Gard-
ner, and Tori Shaw; 
and several great-
nieces; and a great-
nephew. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Dale Workman; a 
brother, Michael 
Shane Workman; a 
sister, Katy Marshall; 
maternal grandpar-

ents, Jess and Lora 
Mercer of Marion; and 
paternal grandparents, 
Neva and Harry Work-
man of Long Beach, 
Calif. 

A memorial service 
was held Tuesday, Feb. 
21 at Twelve Oaks 
Baptist Church in Pa-
ducah. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Twelve Oaks Baptist 
Church or to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital. Lindsey Fu-
neral Home was in 
charge of arrange-
ments.  

 

Kinnis 

Rhonda Lou (Green) 
Kinnis, 73, of Salem, 
died Saturday, Feb. 
25, 2023 
at Living-
ston Hos-
pital. 

K i n n i s 
was a 
m e m b e r 
of Dycus-
burg Bap-
tist Church. She was a 
school teacher and 
taught in the Prov-
idence, Crittenden and 
Tilghman school sys-
tems. She was an avid 
quilter and loved to 
bake, cook and garden. 

Surviviing are her 
husband of 53 years, 
Wayne Kinnis; two 
daughters, DeeAnna 
Kinnis of Marion and 
Debbie Kinnis Gonza-
lez (Bryan Fox) of Kut-
tawa; five 
grandchildren, Chris-
topher (Madasen) 
Stokes, Seth Tracy, 
Jessica Stokes; Emilee 
(Caane) Gonzalez and 
Maddy (Trey) Prowell; 
and 11 great-grand-
children. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Jonas C. Green Sr. and 
Wanna “Neta” C. 
Greenlee Green; and a 
brother, Jonas C. 
Green Jr. 

Funeral services 
were Wednesday, 

March 1 in the chapel 
of Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation 
Services. Burial was in 
Dycusburg Cemetery. 

 

Combs 

Regina F. “Jeannie” 
Combs, 75, of Burna, 
died Sat-
u r d a y , 
Feb. 25, 
2023 at 
Ray & Kay 
E c k s t e i n 
H o s p i c e 
C a r e 
Center of Paducah. 

She was a self-em-
ployed beautician for 
over 35 years and Sun-
day School teacher and 
song leader at Dyer 
Hill Baptist Church 
where she was a 
member. 

Surviving are her 
husband of 57 years 
Joe E. Combs; a 
daughter, Gina Marie 
Combs of Grand 
Rivers; a sister, Par-
thie (J.L.) Culver  of 
Burna; a brother, Tim 
(Rachel) Pope  of Nash-
ville; two grandchil-
dren, Ashton Cosby of 
Grand Rivers and Emi-
lee (Andrew) Neal of 
Smithland; two great-
grandchildren, Dawson 
Thompson and Baylee 
Neal; and her faithful 
companion Ben as well 
as several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Reginald Pope and 
Velma (LeVan) Dun-
ning; and two 
brothers, Don Pope 
and Reggie Pope, Jr. 

Services were Tues-
day, Feb. 28 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Crema-
tion Services. Burial 
was in Dyer Hill Ceme-
tery. 

 

Kimsey 

Kenneth Ray Kimsey, 
86, of Marion, died-
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023 
at Crittenden Com-

munity Hospital. 
Surviving are his 

wife, Eunice Kimsey of 
Marion; a son, Daniel 
McKinzie of Aurora; a 
daughter, Lisa Baze of 
Eddyville; five grand-
children, Caitlyn 
Chandler-Epley, Chloe 
McKinzie, Ian McKin-
zie, Shane Baze and 
Courtney Baze; two 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Avery Epley and Chan-
dler Epley; and several 
cousins. 

 He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Charles and Estelle 
Kimsey; and four 
brothers, Charles Kim-
sey, Russell Kimsey, 
James Kimsey and 
Lloyd "Tiny" Kimsey.  

Private memorial 
services will be held at 
a later date. Gilbert 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrange-
ments. 

 

Loveless 

B e t t y 
Lois (Ar-
f l a c k ) 
Love less , 
86, of 
S a l e m , 
died Sat-
u r d a y , 
Feb. 25, 
2023 at Livingston 
Hospital and Health-
care Services. 

She was born  July 
12, 1936 to Fred and 
Evalee (Kirk) Arflack, 
one of four children.   
She worked a majority 
of her years for Potter 
and Brumfield Man-
ufacturing in Marion, 
and also on her family 
farm. 

Surviving are four 
daughters, Janet 
(Doug) Owen of Salem, 
Lisa Loveless of Cory-
don, Tina (Bruce) Tay-
lor of Carrsville and 
Marcy (Andy) Fox of 

Salem; a brother, Rob-
ert Arflack of Salem; 
five grandchildren, 
Christy (Jamie) James, 
LaTosha (Chris) Smith, 
Amanda Jepsen, Cole 
(Kenzie) Jepsen and 
Trevor Faith; and five 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Abigail and William 
Smith, Lucas James, 
Charlie, Crew, and 
Cameron Jepsen. 

She was preceded  in 
death by a brother, 
Clifton Arflack; a 
sister, Mary Evelyn 
Black; a son-in-law, 
Ricky Jepsen; and her 
parents. 

Services are at 1 
p.m., Friday, March 3 
in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services.   
Burial will follow in 
Salem Cemetery. 
Friends may visit with 
family from 10 a.m., 
Friday until the fu-

neral hour. 
Memorial contrib-

utions may be made to 
Mary Hall Ruddiman 
Shelter, Just-A-Mere 
Rd., Marion, KY 
42064. 
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BY REID POINDEXTER 
My name is Reid Poin-

dexter and I have been at 
CCES for five years. I 
have had amazing 
teachers and met some 
awesome friends. CCES 
has taught me some 
valuable lessons I will 
carry with me through 
the years. 

First reason is: My 
teachers are caring and 
help me with hard prob-
lems. They also want me 
to get good grades so 
they can be happy for 
me. The last thing is the 
teacher set up a Dojo 
thing and if you get 15 or 
20 green Dojos by the 
end of two weeks you get 
a cool prize. 

The second reason is: I 
also have amazing 
friends, they help me 
with tough times. 
Another thing is my best 
friend Korie and I love 
hanging out together. 
The last thing is my 
friends make me think 
positive all the time. 

The third reason is: 
CCES is always there for 
you and me. And another 
reason is CCES can 
teach you valuable les-
sons to help you succeed 
in life. The last reason is 
if you have trouble go to 
a teacher, counselor or 
the principal. 

And the conclusion: So 
that is why I love my 
school so much. And I 
don’t want to leave but in 
two years. I will be in 6th 

grade and not in 4th 
grade. So CCES has nice 
teachers, counselors, 
and the principal. We 
also have good friends. 
The last thing is CCES 
has lots of valuable les-
sons. 

Editor’s note: The Crit-
tenden Press is publishing a 
series of winning essays 
penned by Crittenden 
County Elementary School 
students. Stdents wrote the 
essays during “I Love My 
School” Week at CCES in 
January. 

STAFF REPORT 
Payments associated 

with renovations at Crit-
tenden County High 
School were approved by 
the Crittenden County 
Board of Education in 
February, along with  
payment for geotechnical 
fees on the proposed site 
of a Crittenden County 
Middle School addition. 

The board approved 
the following action Feb. 
16: 

•Annual membership 
to Fohs Hall in the 
amount of $200. 

•Final payment to 
Princeton Lumber in the 
amount of $55,239 for 
renovations at the middle 
and high school, which 
included updating rest-
rooms and science class-
rooms and installing an 
elevator at the high 
school. The entire project 
cost was $1,104,779.95. 

•Payment to RBS De-
sign Services for $7,084 
for the CCMS renovation 
fee for above-mentioned 

project. 
•Payment for boiler re-

placement of $182,900 

for above project. 
•Advertising contract 

with Farmers Bank to 

purchase a new score-
board at Rocket stadium 
at a cost of $24,497. 

•Payment to Associated 
Engineers for $25,882.83 
for property site survey 

and geotechnical services 
associated with the con-
struction of a two-story 
middle school addition 
behind the current mid-
dle school.
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Reid Poindexter 
4th grade

STLP supply drive 
Crittenden County Elementary School STLP members partnered with the Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter to collect items such as food, bedding and toys for their 
"Rockets the Good Neighbors" project. Advisor Kara Markham said elementary stu-
dents brought in nearly 300 items as donations. "Rockets the Good Neighbors" is 
one of two projects that will be represented at the state STLP competition this spring 
by CCES students. From left are Ellie Binkley, Mila Kate Penn and Sydney Keller, 
Markham and Crittenden County Animal Shelter director Timmy Todd.

If you like adventure, 
history and fun, you 
might want to join Crit-
tenden County Extension 
Service’s Passport Crew. 
On March 2, the club will 
pull out of the Extension 
Annex parking lot at 8 
a.m., and travel to Padu-
cah to see the play “Pride 
and Prejudice.” Tickets 
are $6. Register by cal-
ling the Extension office 
at (270) 965-5236.   

Other activities for the 
beginning of March in-
clude the following: 

•Ag Agent Dee Heim-
gartner will present 
“Starting Your Own 
Seeds” at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 2 at the 
Extension Annex. Learn 
tips and tricks to starting 
your own seeds. Partici-
pants will take home 
seeds for vegetable 
starts. This class counts 
as a Community Christ-
mas credit. Please call 
(270) 965-5236 to reg-
ister. 

•A Budgets for Farm 
Use class will be pre-
sented at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, March 6 at the 
Extension Annex.  

•A Pesticide Applicator 
Training will begin at 6 
p.m., Tuesday, March 7 
at the Extension Annex 
and at 8 a.m., Thursday, 
March 23 at the Exten-
sion Annex. Call the Ex-
tension Office to register. 

•4-H Horse Club will 
meet at 4 p.m., Monday, 
March 6 and March 20 at 
the Lions Club. 

•4-H Geology Club will 
meet at 3:30 p.m., Tues-
day, March 7 at the 
Clement Museum.  

•Challengers Home-
makers meet at noon, 
Wednesday, March 8 at 
the Extension Annex.  

Extension  
events



Pickleballers 
hoping to get 
AARP grant 

 
Pickleball enthusiasts 

are teaming with Mar-
ion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission with 
hopes of securing an 
American Association of 
Retired Persons (AARP) 
grant to build an out-
door court on public 
property. 

Hutch Goad, who has 
organized indoor pick-
leball recreational play 
at the former armory 
over the last several 
months, said interest 
continues to grow. 

Pickleball is the 
fastest growing sport in 
the country, according 
to the Sports and Fit-
ness Industry Associa-
tion. 

Goad said about 15 
or more local residents, 
mostly aged 50 and 
above, regularly partici-
pate in recreational play 
at the armory. He said 
there’s great interest in 
having an outdoor 
court, either on the ar-
mory campus or per-
haps at the park. 

Marion Tourism 
Commission members 
discussed the grant ap-
plication at its meeting 
last week. The group is 
willing to match the 
grant to some degree, 
but it’s too early to 
know the overall cost. 
Estimates for a concrete 
and blacktop surface 
are being sought. To 
accommodate a court, 
organizers say a 
30x60-foot pad is 
needed. Estimates for 
the surface are around 
$10,000 or more. 

Goad said estimates 
for net installation and 
striping are also being 
sought. 

“To cut cost we 
would probably not 
build a fence around it 
right away,” he said. “At 
some point we might 
even expand to two 
courts if there’s enough 
interest.” 

The AARP grant ap-
plication deadline is 
March 15 and the facil-
ity would have to be 
completed by Novem-
ber. It’s too early to 
know, but organizers 
are hoping for some-
where around $10,000 
in grant money. 

Measles case 
tied to revival 

 
State health officials 

last week confirmed a 
case of measles in Jes-
samine County. The 
resident, who is unvac-
cinated, attended a 
large spiritual revival on 
Asbury University’s 
campus Feb. 18. No 
further information 
about the individual will 
be released due to pri-
vacy concerns. 

“Anyone who at-
tended the revival on 
Feb. 18 may have been 
exposed to measles,” 
said Dr. Steven Stack, 
commissioner of the 
Kentucky Department 
for Public Health 
(KDPH). “Attendees who 
are unvaccinated are 
encouraged to quaran-
tine for 21 days and to 
seek immunization with 
the measles vaccine, 
which is safe and effec-
tive.” 

All reported cases of 
measles are thoroughly 
investigated in Ken-
tucky. KDPH is actively 
collaborating with As-
bury University, Jes-
samine County Health 
Department and the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

Three cases of 
measles have now been 
confirmed in Kentucky 
over the last three 
months. Measles is a 
highly contagious res-
piratory virus that is 
spread through the air.  

 

GFL planning 
pick up of its 
trash cans 

 
Green For Life (GFL) 

garbage-collection 
contractor will be pick-
ing up all of its toters, 
as it calls them. Those 
trash cans assigned to 
homes who have sub-
scribed to residential, 
curbside collection 
service will be gathered 
up later this month be-
cause GFL has lost the 
county’s franchise to 

pick up residential 
garbage.  

The company plans 
to pick up the contain-
ers in late March and 
early April. 

Once gathered up, 
the cans will be trans-
ferred to a staging area 
at the fairgrounds 
where they will be 
picked up by larger 
trucks and taken to 
GFL’s Princeton transfer 
station. 

Stay tuned for more 
information about how 
residents will need to 
prepare their cans for 
collection by the com-
pany. 

 

Bill would raise 
minimum wage 

 
KY Today 

Legislation is before 
the 2023 General As-
sembly that would raise 
the minimum wage with 
staggered increases 
over the next five years, 
bringing the minimum 
wage up to $15 an hour 
by July 2028. 

Senate Bill 32 is 
sponsored by Sen. 
Reginald Thomas, D-
Lexington, who said 
Kentucky’s minimum 
wage has remained at 
$7.25 per hour since 
2009. 

Sen. Thomas noted 
that other states, such 
as Arkansas and South 
Dakota, have enacted 
proposals gradually in-
creasing their minimum 
wage over time. 

In Arkansas, the 
minimum wage has 
been increasing since 
2019, leading to higher 
wages for thousands of 
workers and improved 
economic conditions for 
local businesses. South 
Dakota implemented 
similar legislation in 
2015 and the state's 
economy has remained 
strong, with low levels 
of unemployment and a 
thriving small business 
sector. He cited them as 
just two examples 
demonstrating how an 
incremental minimum 
wage increase can be 
successful, leading to 
positive outcomes for 
workers and businesses 
alike. 

SB 32 would also 
allow for individual 
cities to enact their own 
minimum wage laws. 
Sen. Thomas pointed 

out how this would 
allow for more control 
at the local level. 

“In Frankfort, we like 
to talk about how im-
portant decisions that 
affect a community 
should be made locally. 
What better way than 
giving local govern-
ments the option to 
raise the wages for 
their community?” 

SB 32 has been as-
signed to the Senate 
Appropriations and 
Revenue Committee, 
but no hearing has 
been scheduled. Similar 
legislation has been in-
troduced over the past 
several years, without 
success. 

 

Farmers are 
watching new 
regs on water 

 
Farmers and 

landowners are closely 
watching new defini-
tions and regulations 
from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and 
United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (the 
Corps) re-defining the 
Waters of the United 
States. Kentucky Attor-
ney General Daniel 
Cameron believes the 
move could unneces-
sarily burden farmers 
and landowners engag-
ing in everyday farming 
activities such as plow-
ing and planting and 
create a regulatory and 
permitting burden. In a 
lawsuit, Cameron is 
asking a federal court 
to set aside the final 
rule and prohibit the 
agencies from enforc-
ing it.    

 

Grant deadline 
Friday for crops 

 
Deadline to apply for 

a Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture’s (KDA) 
Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program has been 
extended to Friday, 
March 3. 

“The Department has 
received tremendous 
interest in the specialty 
crop program, which is 
intended to help make 
Kentucky specialty 
crops more competitive 
in both domestic and 
foreign markets,” Agri-

culture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles said. “In 
an effort to make sure 
everyone who wants to 
apply has time to do so, 
we’re extending the 
deadline.” 

Applicants must de-
scribe how the project 
potentially affects and 
produces measurable 
outcomes for the spe-
cialty crop industry 
and/or the public. Pri-
vate, 501 (c)(3) non-
profit organizations, 
and quasi government 
entities, including pub-
lic universities, are eli-
gible to apply.  

Preliminary proposals 
must be submitted by 
3:30 p.m. CST on Fri-
day. For more informa-
tion about the Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram, contact Brett Mc-
Queary at (502) 
782-4114 (office), 
(502) 330-6044 or 
Brett.McQueary@ky.gov. 

 

Rent One Park 
gets new team, 
it’s not pro ball 

 
Baseball is returning 

to southern Illinois at 

Rent One Park. 
The Marion baseball 

complex was formerly 
home to the Miners, a 
professional baseball 
club in the West Divi-
sion of the independent 
Frontier League. From 
2007 to 2021, the Min-
ers played at Rent One 
Park. 

Vacant for more than 
a year, Rent One has 
announced that a sum-
mer collegiate baseball 
organization in 
Prospect League will 
soon be playing there. 
The Thrillville Thrillbil-
lies will call the park 
home for its wooden-
bat league, similar to 
the Ohio Valley Colle-
giate Baseball League, 
which once included the 
Marion, Ky. Bobcats. 

Illinois organizers 
said Angry Beavers, 
Monkey Rats, Swamp 
Foxes and Fungi were 
also names considered. 
The Prospect League is 
comprised of 18 teams 
that play 60 games 
from May to August. 
Other area Prospect 
League teams are in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
O'Fallon, Ill., Jackson, 
Tenn., and Terre Haute, 
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10 YEARS AGO 
February 28, 2013 
n Food banks in Crittenden County 
fed hundreds of residents in need 
through monthly giveaways, despite 
an uptick in the economy and em-
ployment figures. Each month Crit-
tenden County Food Bank and Life in 
Christ Church hand out an average of 
more than 400 rations of assorted 
foods to residents who are deemed 
at risk for hunger.  
n Bonnie Baker, the Crittenden 
County Agent for 4-H and Youth De-
velopment since 2005, left her Uni-
versity of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service Position to be-
come a full-time scuba diving instruc-
tor at Mermet Springs. Mermet 
Springs is an 8.5-acre spring-fed 
quarry located deep in southern Illi-
nois that was one of the premiere 
scuba training facilities in the nation.  
n Mexico Baptist Church held its an-
nual wild game supper where nearly 
500 people were in attendance. At 
the event, a turkey calling contest 
took place. The winners were 1st 
place Wesley Wring, 2nd place Riley 
Gobin and 3rd place Avery Harper.  
n The Crittenden County Rockets put 
six of their players on the all-district 
team. For the boys basketball team 
four were named including Ethan Hill, 
Aaron Owen, Bobby Knox and Devin 
Clark. For the girls, two players were 
recognized including Kaitlin Binkley 
and Chelsea Oliver.  
n Crittenden County Elementary 
School fifth-graders presented their 

“American Revolution Heroes and 
Heroines Living Wax Museum” to all 
the third-and-fourth-grade students. 
Each student selected an American 
Revolution historical figure to re-
search and created a 90-second 
monologue for the presentation. 
When curious students pressed a 
“start” button, the fifth-graders “came 
to life.”  

25 YEARS AGO 
March 5, 1998   
n Tolu Elementary School principal 
Becky Tyner-Belt celebrated Read 
Across America Week and Dr.Suess’ 
birthday by reading to nearly 50 chil-
dren at Crittenden County Elemen-
tary School. The event was 
sponsored by the Crittenden County 
Education Association and included 
door prizes, birthday cake followed 
by group-readings.  
n Crittenden County students turned 
trash into treasures with sculptures 
they created from discarded house-
hold items for the annual Regional 
Recycling Trash Sculpture Contest. 
Some participants were Kristina Wal-
lace, Brett Shewcraft, Ali Shewcraft, 
Evan Head, Todd Perryman, Akeisha 
Peek, Brittany Wagoner, Don Clark, 
Ashtan Williams and more.  
n Murray State President Kern 
Alexander visited Marion to meet with 
local officials about a proposal to cre-
ate a small satellite campus in Mar-
ion. The proposal was in its early 
stages but could have resulted in 
graduate and undergraduate courses 
being taught here on a regular basis.  

n After 41 years without a title, the 
Rockets served up their first champi-
onship by blowing out Trigg County at 
Smithland 80-61. The win was led by 
a 30-6 run in the second quarter, in-
cluding 10 unanswered points in 
about the span of a minute.  
n Several Tiny Tot Day Care students 
passed out bouquets of fresh flowers 
to residents at Crittenden County 
Convalescent Center. The flowers 
were donated by The Flower Basket 
and hand-delivered by day care stu-
dents. Among the students was Cody 
Cowan who gave Mr. Carl Horning 
fresh cut flowers during the outing.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 

March 8, 1973  
n Members of the Fifth District Bas-
ketball team were announced after 
Lyon County won the championship. 
These individuals were Allie Peek, 
Randy Henson, Steve Gilland, David 
Harris, Garry Harris, Bill Schillian, 
David Parish, Bobby Franklin, Robert 
Baker and Jeff Shewcraft.  
n Five charter members of the Mar-
ion Rotary Club were honored at its 
regular weekly meeting of the service 
organization. These members were 
recognized by Rotary President Mel 
Chambers and were W.A. Franklin, 
Albert Henry, F.W. Watson, Doug Sul-
lenger and John Tabor.  
n Nine new arrivals were recorded at 
the Crittenden County Hospital and 
the Salem Community Hospital for 
February birthdays. These arrivals 
were Renee O’Neal, Jennifer Chitten-
den, Michael Sunderland, Brian Hart, 
Roy Jacobs, Christopher Doom, 
Joseph Curnell, Candelia Belt and 
Katrina Dismore. 
 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
online Forgotten Passages  

column between issues. 
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The more I read and in-
vestigate the Psalms, the 
more I am impressed with 
the powerful structure of 
the hymnbook of the Bi-
ble. The 昀rst Psalm lays 
the foundation of what we 
will experience in the oth-
er 149. The second praises 
the reign of the king, which 
is quoted in Acts in the New 
Testament when the early 
disciples were being per-
secuted. The early Psalms 
are dominated by prayers 
for healing and deliverance, 
punctuated by God’s care 
and protection. The general 
movement is from person-
al sickness and enemies to 
national concerns. 

As we move through 
the songs there are more 
about God’s judgment, wis-
dom, and the beginnings 
of thanksgiving. Nearly all 
of them have some positive 
turn or blessing at some 
point (Psalm 88 being a 
notable exception). Even 
the dire Psalm 22, which 
begins, “My God, My God 
why have you forsaken 
me?”, turns praise and de-
liverance by the end. In the 
middle of the Psalms we are 
seeing more songs of Zion 
and some songs for festi-
vals. 

By the time we get to 
Psalm 103 we have turned 
a corner. There are a cou-
ple of excep-
tions, but from 
here we read 
thanksgiving, 
praise, and in a 
profound triad 
we sing of God’s 
history with his 
people in 105 
-107. Psalm 107 
praises God’s 
salvation and 
one does not 
have to know 
a lot about the 
story of Jesus 
to see parallels 
in the Gospels. 
Psalm 119 is fa-
mous for having 
172 verses, all of 
which are about 
the word of God. This Psalm 
in itself makes for a good 
Lenten Meditation.

But it is that wonderful 
section of uninterrupted 
praise from Psalm 120 – 
134 that moves us from 
“In my distress I cry to the 
Lord, that he may answer 
me.” to, “Come, bless the 
Lord, all you servants of the 
Lord who stand by night in 
the house of the Lord!”

This is where these won-

derful encouragements are 
found: “I lift up my eyes to 
the hills, From whence does 

my help come? 
My help comes 
from the Lord, 
who made heav-
en and earth.” “I 
was glad when 
they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the 
house of the 
Lord!’” “If it had 
not been the 
Lord who was 
on our side...
they would have 
swallowed us up 
alive.” “Unless 
the Lord builds 
the house, those 
who build it la-
bor in vain.” “Be-
hold how good 
and pleasant it 

is when brothers dwell in 
unity.”

What makes these 
Psalms so special is that 
they are all titled, “A Song 
of Ascent.” There are sev-
eral thoughts on how they 
may have been used. It is 
likely that they would have 
been sung by worshippers 
as they ascended the 15 
steps from the “court of the 
Israelites” to the “court of 
women” during the festival 

of booths. 
Imagine them being sung 

as Ezra the Scribe taught 
the people and dedicated 
the rebuilt temple after the 
70-year captivity in Bab-
ylon. I can even imagine 
them being sung when Je-
sus was in Jerusalem. 

Lent, for many Chris-
tians, is a time of thoughtful 
meditation. These Psalms 
offer us a journey from 
distress which we have left 
behind at the foot of the 
step to praise in the tem-
ple. Beginning with Psalm 
105 and breaking up Psalm 
119 gives us plenty to med-
itate upon during this sea-
son. Beginning with God’s 
mighty deeds and faith-
fulness, meditating on his 
word and then ascending 
toward praise sets me up 
well for the events which 
ensure salvation for believ-
ers. 

Have a blessed season of 
Lent this year and take time 
to consider the songbook 
that we have been given.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, Ky. 
He holds a doctoral degree 
in ministry. You may contact 
him at sean.niestrath@out-
look.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Psalms for Lent

Bible knowledge is good, but obedience is required
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Virgil Jones VFW will have a meeting at 6:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, March 9. It will be held at the VFW building at 412 
North College Street. Refreshments will be served.

n  Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday Nights 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, op-
posite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Does your group have something planned Let us know. We 
post notes here at no charge. Email thepress@the-press.
com or call (270) 965-3191.

Community Events & News

Question: The Bible is the 
greatest book ever written. 
I read and study it for hours 
each week. I consider myself 
a self-taught Bible scholar. 
That’s a good thing isn’t it?

Answer: Knowledge of the 
Bible is a good thing. Dwight 
L. Moody said, “I never saw a 
useful Christian who was not 
a student of the Bible.” Knowl-
edge by itself is not enough; 
we must act on what we learn. 

The problem is most of us 
don’t like to be told what to 
do--whether it’s a speed limit 
or a doctor’s orders or being 

told to eat healthy. Our natu-
ral inclination is to rebuff au-
thority—or at least ignore it. 
We might get away with that 
in some areas of life, but we 
can’t ignore the authority of 
God’s Word without negative 
effects. Obeying Jesus’ com-
mands stands at the heart of 
a relationship with Him. He 
said, “If you love me, you will 

obey what I command” (Jn. 
14:15). 

The biblical writer, James, 
gave a warning we can’t ig-
nore:  “Do not merely listen 
to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says” 
(Jms. 1:22). Knowledge of 
the Bible in itself is not the 
goal. To do so is to think God 
is after knowledge more than 
obedience.

God doesn’t want us to 
read, study, or memorize 
scripture just for the sake of 
knowing what it says. He ex-
pects us to act on and obey 

what we learn (1:25).
Send your questions to: 

bob@bobhardison.com



Saying good-bye to the Hayward Home

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

This past week marked 
the end to a Marion land-
mark that began as the 
Hayward Home and was 
later used as Marion 
High School and Critten-
den County Hospital. Let 
us put her to rest now in 
the annals of our history. 
She will never be forgot-
ten. Let’s start at the be-
ginning.

––––
Crittenden Record, 
Dec. 23, 1904 – 

E. J. Hayward’s New 
Residence. Marion’s most 
prestigious home. 1904-
1915

The new residence for 
Mr. Hayward is a type 
of colonial built of buff 
brick, white mortar and 
stone trimmings. The roof 
is of black slate. 
The cornices and 
corners are 昀n-
ished in stone 
effect and are 
suf昀ciently large 
to break the lines 
of the roof in a 
pleasing manner. 
The porches are 
all of stone with 
stone steps and 
buttresses with 
arti昀cial stone 
steps. The col-
umns on porches 
are also of solid 
stone.

The entrances 
to the residence 
are protected 
by porches giv-
ing access at front and 
sides through vestibules 
entered direct into front 
and side halls. The rear 
entrance is through a 
vestibule into a kitchen. 
The entrance to the cellar 
is from the outside and 
also from the side hall.

The entire basement is 
excavated with arti昀cial 
stone 昀oors, divided into 
store room, fuel room, 
boiler room and laun-
dry. The basement 昀oors 
are drained to cess pools 
giving perfect drainage to 
the house and also con-
nect to a servant’s toilet 
room in basement.

The main hall or recep-
tion room is 14x35 feet, 
located in the center of 
the building and forms a 
large sitting room as well 
as gives access to stairs, 
side hall, parlors, library, 
dining room and break-
fast room.

The library is on the left 
of hall as you enter and 
occupies the front part of 
the house being 15x19 
feet in the clear with con-
necting sliding doors into 
hall and reception hall.

The parlor is 15x15 on 
the opposite side of the 
reception hall, 昀nished 
off in white with gold 
trimmings, also connect-
ed with reception hall by 
sliding doors.

The dining room is at 
the rear of reception hall 
on the left and is 17x19 
feet circular at one side, 
forming a bay window, 
connections through 
sliding door into side 
hall. The combination of 
rooms allow an opportu-
nity of throwing the par-
lor, reception hall, side 
hall, library and dining 
room into one large room 
for reception purposes.

The kitchen arrange-
ments are perfected by 
having access to the main 
part of the house though 
a side hall having con-
nection with dining room 
through a large butler’s 
pantry.

There are two stairs, 
one at rear of reception 
hall starting 25 feet from 
front door and extending 
up a large platform land-
ing in the open corridor 
on second 昀oor. The rear 
stairs start in a side hall 
and extend to attic pass-
ing up in an enclosed 
hall.

The second 昀oor has 
昀ve large bedrooms, 
bathroom, linen closet 
and den and all can be 
reached directly from the 
large corridor. The attic is 

one large room plastered 
and 昀oored, making a 
large playroom with light 
and ventilation from four 
sides.

The building is 昀nished 
in quartered oak, natural 
昀nish and heated by a 
system of hot water. Mr. 
Hayward has taken ex-
treme pains with his sew-
erage and water system 
including a 昀re pressure 
system in case of neces-
sity. 

As a whole the building 
is considered by Harris & 
Shopbell, the architects, 
of Evansville, Indiana, as 
the best of all their latest 
residences.

In July 1915 Mr. Hay-
ward and his family were 
moving to Hardin Coun-

ty, and their 
b e a u t i f u l 
home would 
be going up 
for sale. The 
ad for the sale 
stated that 
this home is 
possibly the 
best residence 
ever built in 
C r i t t e n d e n 
County and 
is located on 
a large plot of 
ground, beau-
tifully shaded, 
with ample 
fruit trees.  
The home cost 
the builder 
$22,500.00
––––

Marion High School 
1922-1939

Fast forward to the 
year 1921.  Marion Board 
of Education was looking 
for a new location for a 
new Marion High School. 
The school that was built 
in 1895 had become 
over-crowded and more 
room was needed for the 
high school students.

They purchased the 
Hayward home from S. 
M. Jenkins for $15,000 
and began the remodel-
ing it into a handsome 
high school. Partitions 
were torn out and new 
ones added so that the 
rooms would be more 昀t-
ted for their new purpose.

The 昀rst 昀oor was di-
vided into three rooms to 
be used for recitation or 
classrooms and a large 
hallway. The second 昀oor 
was remodeled into 昀ve 
rooms which would be 
used for class or recita-
tion rooms and a library.  
The third 昀oor was left 
as one large room.  The 
basement extended un-
derneath the entire build-
ing and was capacious 
enough for the heating 
apparatus and to accom-
modate toilet and bath 
rooms. This was a large 
and roomy campus with 
a 昀ne tennis court on the 
grounds so that studies 
could be spiced with the 
proper amount of recre-
ation. 

The high school stu-
dents moved into their 
new building on Jan. 
20, 1922. The pupils 
met at their old school 
and marched to the new 
building.  It was the Mar-
ion High School until 
1940 when the new WPA 
building was 昀nished 
across from the post of-
昀ce on College Street 
and the high school was 
moved there. 

––––
Crittenden County’s 
First Hospital  July 
1944 – May 1972.

Dr. T. Atchison Frazer 
was president of the Ki-
wanis Club back in the 
year 1942. One day he 

overheard a man say: “I’d 
give $10,000 if Marion 
had a hospital.” Give me 
the $10,000 Dr. Frazer 
replied, and I’ll see that 
Marion gets a hospital. 
The unidenti昀ed person 
did indeed hold up to his 
statement and gave Dr. 
Frazer the $10,000.

With the check in 
hand, Dr. Frazer quietly 
got $5,000 from another 
source, donated $1,000 
from his own pocket, and 
kept his $16,000 a secret 
until the next meeting of 
the Kiwanis Club. You 
fellows don’t know it, he 
said, but I’m telling you 
now we are going to build 
a hospital in Marion.  
And then he 昀ashed his 
nest egg of $16,000 and 
laid out the job ahead. 
The members quickly 
responded to his leader-
ship.  

 The now empty Marion 
High School building was 
purchased from the Mar-
ion Board of Education 
for a sum of $8,000 and 
later that year The Press 
tells that the plans for the 
new hospital have been 
received from the archi-
tect and work is expect-
ed to begin shortly. The 
plans call for three 昀oors 
in addition to basement 
and elevator service from 
basement to top 昀oor.

Plans of the basement 
show laundry, kitchens, 
dining room for resident 
help, storage rooms, boil-
er and fuel facilities.  

First 昀oor plans in-
clude emergency and 
examination room, bed-
room, physician’s consul-

tation room, waiting and 
reception room, of昀ces 
for management and res-
ident nurses’ staff.  

Five individual bed-
rooms and two wards are 
provided for on the sec-
ond 昀oor with ample hall 
and stair space in addi-
tion to the elevator hatch.

All technical rooms are 
on the third 昀oor includ-
ing operating room, X-ray 
and dark room, nurs-
es work room, storage, 
dressing room and ample 
storage space.

The hospital was com-
pleted in June 1944 and 
opened on July 21, 1944, 
a proud day for the citi-
zens of Marion and Crit-
tenden County.  The hos-
pital was paid for with the 
help of all, through their 
gifts and donations. 

May 16, 1972 was the 
last day for the old Crit-
tenden County Hospital 
and the patients were all 
moved to the new hospi-
tal on Highway 60. 

––––
Next Stage

Darben Developers, 
Inc. purchased the build-
ing in 1973 from Critten-
den County Hospital, for 
$15,550.00.  Renovations 
were made yet again, 
which actually destroyed 
much of the historical 
value of the inside, and 
turned it into apart-
ments.  I believe after this 
period of time it was the 
last that it was lived in.  
It was bought and sold to 
individuals several more 
times, but always sat 
empty. 

––––

The Final Days – Feb. 
23, 2023

The last of the historic 
structure was taken down 
on Thursday, Feb. 23. The 
tallest section of the build-
ing, the old elevator shaft, 
held on tightly, and a larg-
er piece of equipment had 
to be brought in to take 
it down. I’ve heard many 
comments this week about 
this event, some under-
standing that it had to be 
done and others scorning 
us as a community accus-
ing that if we cared about 
our history this wouldn’t 
have happened. But they 
didn’t know all of the sto-
ry. The problem all these 
many years has been 
money, money, money. As 
far back as 1994, Marion 
city of昀cials wanting to 
renovate the old building 
applied for a federal grant.  
If  approved it would be a 
new city hall facility, visi-
tors’ center and local his-
tory museum, with other 
community groups being 
able to use it also. The 
grant wasn’t approved  
and without these extra 
funds for a start, hope was 
lost for a while.

In 2003 a group called 
Crittenden County To-
morrow was created, by 
the late Linda Schumann 
and others, and they 
started trying to raise 
money to repair and re-
store the building. They 
raised over $46,000 and 
started trying to have the 
building stabilized start-
ing with a new roof, but 
all this and more was 

used and no new funds 
coming in. Money for 
such projects at that time 
had dried up and the 
home located in a rural 
community failed to qual-
ify for 昀nancial assistance 
from customary sources.  
By 2009 the price tag at 
restoring the home to its 
once elegant stature had 
been estimated at a stag-
gering  $2 million. 

At this time also, Mar-
ion High School alumni 
had one of their annual 
July 4 reunions and an 
afternoon public gath-
ering on the grounds of  
their old school, hoping 
it would create some in-
terest in donations for the 
project. 0Everything just 
seemed to fail in creating 
interest in restoring the 
historic building.

––––
In closing let us re-

member this building 
as one that served our 
community well, 昀rst as 
a stately home to a local 
family, then a notable 
school for educating our 
young people, and last a 
much needed hospital for 
the care of our citizens.  
We wish it could have 
been saved, as a lot of 
our local history has now 
been lost. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).–
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A post card from 1905 shows the beautiful newly built 
Hayward Home. 

Crittenden County Clerk RFP 
Crittenden County Clerk’s Office is inviting you to submit a 

sealed bid on a Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 
(KDLA) grant proposal to digitize more than two dozen Plats 
and six ledger-size record books; microfilm 200 Plats, 24 legal-
size Mortgage books and one ledger-size Power of Attorney 
book; acquire a desktop scanner to back-scan records into 
digital format; and obtain fire-resistant vertical filing cabinets 
for permanent records located in the county clerk’s office in 
Marion, Ky.  The effort will ensure preservation of vital records, 
as well as make them more accessible to the public. 

If you are interested, below you will find the details of our 
proposed project. Please, carefully review the information prior 
to submitting your bid proposal. 

This project has five sections, each of which could/may be 
awarded to a different vendor. Therefore, bid on each section 
of interest, and if not interested, please submit a No Bid for 
that section(s). 
 
Section I 
Acquire desktop scanner to allow staff to back-scan in-house 
and digitize various legal-size record books (1974 to present) 
for incorporation into records management system.  
The specifications for the scanner are as follows: 
• Resolution capability of 300 dpi or larger; 
• Ability to save files as PDF, TIF and JPG at minimum; 
• Capable of batch-scanning up to 8 ½ by 15 paper; 
• Compatible with Windows environment; 
• Automatic image correction; 
• Automatic feed of up to 42 lb. paper stock; 
• Feed tray capacity of up to 200 sheets; 
• USB interface; and 
• Capable of duplex scanning face. 

 
Section II 
Security Microfilm records into 35 mm, where applicable, 
following KDLA imaging guidelines, and deliver to KDLA as well 
as Crittenden County Clerk’s Office. 
• 200 Plats (1998-2013). Series L1329. 
• 24 Mortgage Books (2007-13). Vital. Series L1344. 
• 1 Power of Attorney Book (2005-13). Series L1338. 

 
Section III 
Create digital images, following KDLA imaging guidelines, to be 
incorporated into records management system. Deliver images 
to KDLA and Crittenden County Clerk’s Office on hard drive with 
USB interface. 
• 28 Plats up to 24- by 36-inches (2021-22). Series L1329. 
• 1 Power of Attorney Book (1948-73). Series L1338. 
• 5 Record of Board of Election Commissioners Books 

(1898-2020). Series L1384. 
 
Section IV 
Index digital images to be incorporated into records 
management system. 
• 28 Plats (2021-22) with indexing for document type, book 

type, description, grantor, grantee, date, book number 
and page number. Series L1329. 

• 1 Power of Attorney Book (1948-73) with indexing for 
document type, book type, description, grantor, grantee, 
date, book number and page number. Vital. Series L1338. 

• 5 Record of Board of Election Commissioners Books 
(1898-2020) with indexing for date, document type, 
description, book number and page number. Series L1384. 

 
Section V 
Acquire two FireKing fireproof, four-drawer lateral filing 
cabinets to store permanent records not currently retained in 
fireproof storage. The cabinets should fit the following 
parameters: 
• Fit within a 45-inch wide by 24-inch depth by 54-inch 

height area. 
• Have a lifetime warranty; 
• Have 1-hour fire and impact rating; 
• Accommodate legal-size hanging files; 
• Have scratch-resistant, powder coating; 
• Be parchment in color; 
• Offer UL listed high security lock; 
• Be insulated between all drawers; and 
• Have free replacement guarantee. 
• The following record series will be secured in the cabinet: 
• Wills, original/unbound (1978-2022). Series L1314.  
• Estate Settlements File, unbound/post-1869 (1962-77). 

Series L5049.  
• Official County and Record of Election Totals (1972-

present). Vital. Series L1405. 
• Certificates of Election (2020-present). Series L1406. 
• Certificate of Nomination (2020-present). Series L1423. 
• Election Petitions (1998-present). Series L1424. 

 
Sealed bids must be returned by mail or in person by the time 
of bid opening at 9 a.m. on March 8, 2023. Bids must include 
all costs, including shipping, handling and delivery charges, if 
applicable. Bids may be sent to: 
 
Daryl K. Tabor 
Crittenden County Clerk 
107 S. Main St., Ste. 203 
Marion, KY 42064 



for sale
Image treadmill, works 
well. $50. (270) 965-2034.
(1t-8-p)

for rent
3 BR, 2 bath mobile home 
recently remodeled, 15 
miles from Marion, central 
HVAC, $550/month plus 
$550 deposit. (270) 704-
3234. (9-tfc) je

employment
Now hiring a certi昀ed Die-
sel Mechanic. Needs to be 
knowledgeable in passen-
ger, light truck, agricultural 
& semi applications. Hourly 
wages based on experi-
ence. Applicants must have 
own transportation, valid 
drivers license & be drug 
free. Apply at Rocket Tire 
in person Monday through 
Friday 7-5. (4t-12-p)

Trailer Mechanic needed 
immediately.  Experience 
needed: welding, fabrica-
tion, change 昀oor beams, 
roof repairs, brakes, doors, 
slack adjustment, change 
sliders.  Background check/
drug screen required.  
Starting wage $18/hr or 
more per experience.  Ap-
ply in person Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US Hwy 60 
West, Marion KY.  Or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com.  Call 270-704-
2673 for more info. EOE. 
(2t-9-c)

COMPANY PAID BENE-
FITS FOR EMPLOYEES!! 
$16.45 PER HOUR AND A 
$2000 SIGN-ON BONUS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AD-
VISORS!!  Earle C. Clem-
ents Job Corps is seeking 
residential advisors for 
nights and overnights. This 
entry level position offers 
employee company paid 
health, dental, and vision 
insurance plus sick, vaca-
tion, and 12 paid holidays. 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view quali昀cations, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com. (4t-8-c)

LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Good starting wage 
$14 or more based on skill 
& experience. Must pass 
background & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Recy-
cling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.  (tfc)

The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, bene-

昀ts package and advance-
ment opportunities.  NEW!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS! Now 
offering a $15 minimum 
wage! MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran. To view current 
openings and quali昀cations 
and to apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtcjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (TFC-p)

services
Janey Chandler Heidrich 
will sit with the elderly. (270) 
836–3463. (3t-10-p)

Valley View Windows, cus-
tom built vinyl windows, 
3-week lead time. Free 
estimates. We install for 
new construction and re-
placement. Double-pane 
glass, low E and Argon or 
clear glass. Closed Thurs., 
Sat. and Sun. 294 Mt. Zion 
Church Rd., Marion, Ky. 
42064.(5t-11-p) 

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-12-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on February 22, 2023 Eve-
lyn Jones of 5379 S.R. 855 
North, Salem, Ky. 42078 
was appointed executor of 
James T. Green, deceased, 
whose address was 5349 
S.R. 855 North, Salem, Ky. 
42078. Rebecca Johnson, 
attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Circuit Court Clerk before 
the 22nd day of April, 2023 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-09-c)

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education in-
vites you to submit sealed 
bids for the following sur-
plus item: Non-functioning 
Scottsman Ice Machine (ap-
proximately 12 years old). 
Bids will be accepted at the 
Crittenden County Board of 
Education, 601 West Elm, 
Marion KY 42064.  Submit 
sealed bids until March 10, 
2023, at 1:00  PM.  Please 
contact Brian Kirby with any 
questions at 270-704-1166, 
or brian.kirby@crittenden.
kyschools.us. (1t-9-c)

The Crittenden County 
Board of Education invites 
you to submit sealed bids 
for the following surplus 
item lot: 1 Lot of tables – 
some free standing and 
some folding. Bids will be 
accepted at the Crittenden 
County Board of Educa-
tion, 601 West Elm, Mari-
on KY 42064.  Bid must be 
for the lot, we will not split 
up.  Submit sealed bids un-
til March 10, 2023, at 1:00  
PM.  Please contact Brian 
Kirby with any questions at 
270-704-1166, or brian.kir-
by@crittenden.kyschools.
us. (1t-9-c)

statewides
ANIMALS/PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do 
you want to get up to 100% 
back on Vet Bills? Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage 

that can help! Call 1-844-
770-5259 to get a free 
quote or visit kypa

AUTO

KYANA GIANT INDOOR 
Swap Meet. 56th Year! Sat. 
March 11 • 8am - 6pm; Sun. 
March 12  • 8am - 4pm. KY 
Exposition Center, Lou-
isville, KY. 7 Acres, 1150 
Spaces Inside, Heat & Air. 
Prizes daily! Admission 
$10. Children under 12 
Free. Info: www.kyanas-
wapmeet.com or Chester 
Robinson, 502-619-2916

BUSINESS FOR SALE

40 YR OLD CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY FOR SALE! Asking 
price $1 Million. Annual 
sales over $1,000,000.00 
plus.  Business is walk in 
ready. PLEASE CALL 502-
223-7879 IF INTERESTED!
CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DIRECTV 
& Save + get a $100 visa 
gift card! Get More Chan-
nels For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call Now! 
844-959-4732

Get DIRECTV for $84.99/
mo for 24 months with 
CHOICE Package. NEW 
2 YEAR PRICE GUARAN-
TEE. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-866-292-5435

DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the Most Local MLB 
Games! CHOICE Package, 
$89.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in 
your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-
7008

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with 昀exible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. Limited time offer get 
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50. 
For more information, call 
1-833-353-2982

FARM/AG

OWN RURAL LAND? Earn 
$5,000+ Every Year From 
Hunting Leases. Upfront 
payments from our hunt-
ers. Reduce risk with FREE 
$5M liability insurance. Call 
for a free quote (888) 871-
1982 - Base Camp Leasing

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolute-
ly free. 1-855-685-9465

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

HELP WANTED

Webster County Water 
District seeking Assistant 
Superintendent. Pay de-
pends on experience. Paid 
family insurance. Apply at 
478 Hwy 41-A, Dixon, KY.  
WCWD is an EEOE.
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will increase 
your home’s value & de-
crease your energy bills. 
Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-ob-
ligation quote. 833-442-
1714

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call 1-866-574-9040.

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. FREE pro-
fessional installation! Four 
FREE months of monitor-
ing! Call now to customize 
your system. 1-888-609-
0373

Trouble hearing your TV? 
Try TV EARS’ Voice Clari-
fying Wireless TV Speaker. 
Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume 
way up. Special, limited 
time $50 off offer. Call TV 
Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-866-472-1764

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 
Money Down + Low Month-
ly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote – Call 
now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-688-8576

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. 
Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-844-499-0041

IRS HELP

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, un昀led 
tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 855-977-2847 (Hours:  
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness‎ Call 1-866-
533-1701 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recip-
ients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Bene昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-888-335-0109

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780RNET OFFERS

HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net –Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! Finally, no hard 
data limits! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-866-481-
29844G

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS

FIFTY YEARS LIVING IN 
JAPAN WAS AN UNBE-
LIEVABLE ADVENTURE 
TO THIS ALABAMA FARM 
BOY. READ MY WEBSITE 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND 
MISSIONARY STORIES.  
INVITE EVERYONE TO 
READ THEM:  www.Christ-
is-all.us

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-
256-1169

Trouble hearing your TV? 
Try TV EARS’ Voice Clari-
fying Wireless TV Speaker. 
Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume 
way up. Special, limited 
time $50 off offer. Call TV 
Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-866-472-1764

ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PRO-

TECT YOUR APPLIANCES
AND SYSTEMS. For just a
little more than a $1.00/day.
Call now for First month
free, $75.00/off 1st year.
1-855-536-7294

Cable Price Increase
Again? Switch To DIRECTV
& Save + get a $100 visa
gift card! Get More Chan-
nels For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call Now!
1-844-959-4732

Lung Cancer? And Age
60+? You And Your Family
May Be Entitled To Signi昀-
cant Cash Award. Call 888-
888-8888 for Information.
No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket. 1-855-635-9214

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently
being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide
1-855-209-2951 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/Kentucky

SENIOR CARE

Caring for an aging loved
one? Wondering about
options like senior-living
communities and in-home
care? Caring.com’s Family
Advisors are here to help
take the guesswork out of
senior care for you and your
family. Call for your FREE,
no-obligation consultation:
1-866-875-0327
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word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
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origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT 
Colt Hayes was the 

youth winner of the Mar-
ion Big Buck Contest 
during the recent white-
tail deer season. 

Sponsored by Hodge’s 
Outdoor Sports and Mar-
ion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission, the 
contest rewards a regis-
tered youth hunter who 
harvests the biggest buck 
using a formula that in-
cludes the weight of the 
deer, scoreable points 
and spread of the antlers.  

Ten-year-old Hayes 
checked his winner dur-
ing the early October 
youth season. The 10-
point buck scored 206.25 
on the system used by 
the contest. 

Hayes said he saw the 
buck shortly after sunup 
and initially passed on 
him because he was 
hunting in an area where 
trophy deer were known 
to travel. 

“I got to the blind about 
a hour before daylight. 
We knew there were deer 
using the ditch line as a 
travel route but it had 
tall thick grass for cover,” 
he said. 

At dawn, some does 
appeared followed by a 
buck, but it gave the 
young hunter only a 
quick glimpse before dis-
appearing into the brush. 

“About 15 minutes 
after sunrise another 
buck came out into the 
field. I put my scope on it 
and decided I was going 
to let him walk,” Hayes 
said. 

A bit later with the deer 

sticking around within 
range, Hayes said he re-
assessed the situation 
with some help from his 
father, John Hayes. 

“Dad said it was my tag 
and if I wanted to fill it 
that early in the season 
then go ahead.” 

The young hunter 

eased off his safety and 
squeezed the trigger. 

“He dropped in his 
tracks. I couldn’t wait to 
get to him, but dad made 
me wait to make sure he 
was dead. We got out of 
the blind and loaded him 
up and my buck tag was 
filled.” 

STAFF REPORT 
It’s not an uncommon 

story, the one Jason Pate 
tells about his love affair 
with Crittenden County. 

“I’d live up there if I 
could find a job,” said the 
Alabama native who cur-
rently lives in the Florida 
panhandle. 

This winter he’s $1,000 
richer after winning the 
grand prize in the annual 
Marion Big Buck Con-
test, sponsored by 
Hodge’s Outdoor Sports 
and Marion Tourism 
Commission. 

Pate says he plans to 
spend his earnings on a 
hunting lease he shares 
in Crittenden County 
with his 11-year-old son. 

A lifelong hunter, Pate, 
47, had hunted around 
his home state and ven-
tured into South Car-
olina a few times, but 
was lovestruck when he 
first came to western 
Kentucky. 

“The people up there 
are wonderful,” he said. 
“I have just fallen in love 
with the place. My 
friends had been hunting 
there for eight or 10 
years, but the first time I 
went up there was during 
the pandemic in 2020. 
It’s like home now.” 

The buck Pate took last 
fall during the rifle sea-
son was a mainframe 
eight-pointer with 13 
scoreable points, 20.25 
inches wide and weighed 
177.6 pounds. Those are 
figures used in the for-
mula employed by the 
contest.  

“It was a nice deer, the 

first buck I’ve taken since 
coming to hunt in Ken-
tucky,” he said. “It had a 
lot of points, a bunch of 
trash sticking out every-
where, but otherwise it 
was pretty symmetrical.” 

Pate said a broken leg 
prevented him from 
doing much hunting in 
archery season, so he 

stayed out of his honey 
hole for the most part. 
When November arrived, 
he loaded the 7 Mag M77 
Ruger and headed afield. 
After a few slow days of 
hunting and passing on 
some smaller bucks, Pate 
laid eyes on the trophy 
deer walking crossed a 
bush hogged field at mid 
morning.  

“The sun was shining 
on him and I didn’t real-
ize at first that he was a 
shooter. Then he popped 
up over a hill in the 
shade and I could see 
how wide he was. It took 
me a bout 2.5 seconds to 
change my mind.” 

“Hunting in Kentucky 
reminds me of what it 
was like in Alabama 
when I was a kid, before 
all of the pine trees took 
over,” he added. 
“Louisiana people started 
coming up there and 
driving up the price of 
leases. 

“In Kentucky, I am not 
going to waste my tag on 
a small buck. Up there, I 
have more patience be-
cause I know what’s out 
there,” said Pate who has 
a small hunting lease of 
his own and shares an-
other larger one with 
buddies. 
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Sen. Howell details his and other key senate bills
With the Senate's adjourn-

ment on Friday, we officially 
reached the halfway mark on 
the 2023 30-day Legislative 
Session. Week four was the 
most productive yet, as the 
Senate passed over 20 bills, 
sending them to the state 
House of Representatives for 
consideration. 

I was pleased to sponsor the 
following bills that passed out 
of the Senate this week: 

•Senate Bill 5 ensures 
parental engagement in deci-
sion making regarding a stu-
dent's access to sexual 
materials that may be inappro-
priate or harmful to minors. It 
defines sex-related materials, 
programs, or events that a par-
ent may reasonably consider 
offensive and unsuitable for 
their children. The bill would 
require a local school board to 
adopt a complaint resolution 
policy to address parent and 
guardian objections to materi-
als, programs, or events their 
child has access to that a par-
ent or guardian may consider 
harmful. SB 5 establishes 
grievance levels for parents 
and guardians, and outlines 
how parental complaints must 
be addressed. All decisions 
must be publicized. 

•Senate Bill 99 aims to iden-
tify essential information about 
how funds are being distrib-
uted from the East and West 
Kentucky Relief Funds that the 
Governor created and future 
relief funds that may be cre-
ated. I was the co-sponsor of 
this bill which directs that a 
government agency head, cab-
inet secretary, or appointed of-
ficial provide a report and 
analysis of all relief funds. The 
bill mandates specific informa-
tion about the fund transac-

tions be included to promote 
transparency and accountabil-
ity. This information must be 
reported or 
submitted to 
the LRC by the 
end of each fis-
cal year. 

•Senate Bill 
46 reforms the 
Office of the 
Kentucky State 
Veterinarian to 
meet the de-
mands of Ken-
t u c k y ' s 
growing agri-
culture indus-
try and better respond to 
disasters. It establishes several 
new divisions within the office 
aimed at emergency prepared-
ness and response, regulator 
field services, and animal 
health programs. Senate Bill 
46 is the first of a two-step 
process to enable the office to 
best position itself to deal effec-
tively with animal disease out-
breaks like the avian bird flu. 
This support is critical to our 
numerous farmers and sup-
port agri-businesses engaged 
in raising cattle, chicken, and 
hogs.  

There were several other bills 
receiving passage this week: 

•Senate Bill 3 establishes an 
educators' employment liability 
insurance program to provide 
teachers with coverage of ex-
cess liability. The Kentucky 
Department of Education 
would be tasked with imple-
menting the program. The 
measure would give Kentucky 
teachers and each certified dis-
trict employee with primary li-
ability insurance coverage of 
no less than $1 million to pro-
tect the employees from liabil-
ity arising in the course and 

scope of pursuing employment 
duties. 

•Senate Bill 12 establishes a 
physician wellness program, 
which would provide counsel-
ing, coaching, or similar serv-
ices to address issues related 
to career fatigue. SB 12 sets 
protections for physicians who 
participate in a wellness pro-
gram, prohibits retaliation, dis-
crimination or adverse action 
against a physician participat-
ing in the program, and affirms 
the obligation to disclose a 
physician's impairment or in-
ability to practice medicine in 
a competent, ethical and pro-
fessional manner to the Ken-
tucky Board of Medical 
Licensure. 

•Senate Bill 30 is a con-
sumer protection measure pro-
viding more information on, 
and easing the process of, can-
celing automatic renewals of 
service or product subscrip-
tions. The bill would require 
businesses be more transpar-
ent in subscription details and 
provide consumers with a sim-
plified means of canceling 
them. 

•Senate Bill 60 allows indi-
viduals who have completed 
and passed a licensed motor-
cycle safety education course 
to obtain their full motorcycle 
operator's license and forgo the 
permit process and additional 
testing requirements. This will 
help individuals receive their 
credentials more quickly and 
includes active duty military 
personnel, along with their 
spouses and dependents, to do 
so by mail.  

•Senate Bill 62, named the 
"Personal Privacy Protection 
Act," prohibits a public agency 
from requiring an individual or 
nonprofit organization to com-

pel the release of personal in-
formation, release personal in-
formation in possession of the 
agency, or require a contractor 
or grantee with the public 
agency to provide a list of non-
profit organizations to which it 
provides financial support. 

•Senate Bill 70 requires 
some background. A statute 
was created in 2018 to allow 
for performance-based profes-
sional development by allowing 
school districts to model their 
teacher professional develop-
ment after international pro-
fessional learning systems. The 
change promotes collaborative 
teacher groups to add new 
knowledge to the profession 
based on projects yielding 
measurable student impact, 
but the pandemic interrupted 
implementation. 

•The bill would allow, begin-
ning in 2023-24 and through 
2025-26, a school district to 
pilot an opportunity for two or 
more teachers to collectively 
receive professional develop-
ment credit for a program they 
develop. Proposed designs of 
projects will have to address a 
classroom issue and must 
align with specific parameters 
established by a local school 
board.  

•Senate Bill 72 allows rebuilt 
and salvaged vehicles, with 
completed paperwork, to use 
the speed title process. The De-
partment of Vehicle Regulation 
does not allow certain types of 
titles to use the speed title 
process. Currently, a speed 
title cannot be done on the fol-
lowing: including classic vehi-
cles, boats, mechanics lien, 
towing and storage, affidavit of 
ownership or bill of sale, dupli-
cates, correction, restored title, 
out-of-country, court order, 

Kentucky assigned vehicle 
identification number, salvage 
title from "junk or un-rebuild-
able," or kit vehicle. For rebuilt 
vehicles branded as un-re-
buildable in another state, the 
application is 15 business 
days. The application can be 
extended by five business days 
for all other salvage and rebuilt 
vehicles. 

•Senate Bill 107 mitigates 
political influence upon the 
Kentucky Board of Education 
and the education commis-
sioner by establishing the Ken-
tucky Board of Education 
Nomination Committee and 
sets requirements for the polit-
ical balance of appointees and 
appointees' term limitations. 
The bill would require the edu-
cation commissioner to be con-
firmed by the Senate, subject 
them to an annual review by 
the Kentucky Board of Educa-
tion, and stipulate service for a 
designated period, at most four 
years.  

•Senate Bill 135 provides in-
formation on services and sup-
ports for perinatal mental 
health disorders to better as-
sist mothers facing postpar-
tum challenges. It requires the 
Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services (CHFS) to work with 
maternal and mental health 
professionals to develop infor-
mation on postpartum depres-
sion and a perinatal mental 
health disorder assessment 
tool available on its website.  

 
Sen. Jason Howell, R-Murray can 

be contacted 502-564-8100 or by 
email at jason.howell@lrc.ky.go. 
Sen. Howell represents the 1st Sen-
ate District including Calloway, Crit-
tenden, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Lyon and Trigg counties. 

Jason 
HOWELL
KENTUCKY STATE SENATOR

FROM FRANKFORT

Crittenden County’s third- and fourth-grade girls’ bas-
ketball team has won the youth multi-county league 
championship. Crittenden finished 14-1 and won three 
games in the post-season tournament at Caldwell 
County, beating Livingston and two teams from Prince-
ton for the championship. Pictured are (front from left) 
Melina Keller, Lydia Hearell, Olivia Mattingly, London 
McCord, Kora Belle Penn, (back) Addie Nelson, Sydney 
Keller, Reid Poindexter, Korie Bloodworth, Mela Kate 
Penn, and coaches Mike Keller and Chad Nelson. 

Crittenden County’s fifth- and sixth-grade girls’ basket-
ball team won the multi-county league championship 
last weekend at Cadiz. The team was undefeated in reg-
ular-season and post-season play. Pictured are (front 
from left) Brooklyn Lovell, Sarah Grau, Kiley Hunt, 
Brodi Rich, (back) Coach Madison Champion, Brenna 
Kemmer, Caroline Martin, Alexis Mattingly, Abigail 
Champion, Fiona Louden and coach Jessica Mathieu. 

Colt Hayes won a gift cer-
tificate for his entry of this 
10-point buck in the con-
test.

Jason Pate’s 13-pointer won the local Big Buck Con-
test. He plans to use the $1,000 cash prize to help pay 
for his Crittenden County hunting lease.

CAPITOL 
Continued from page 1 

emergency money that has been 
provided so far was a primary 
focus point, Browning said.  

Local leaders also met with En-
ergy and Environment Secretary 
Rebecca Goodman, Health and 
Family Services Secretary Eric 
Friedlander, Transportation Secre-
tary Jim Gray, 12th District Rep. 
Jim Gooch and other legislative 
leaders.  

“A lot of the discussion on water 
was about longterm solutions. I 
stressed to Secretary Goodman 
that Marion residents are already 
paying a large environmental fee 
on their water and sewer bills. I 
don’t know how much more debt 
we can incur and pass along to our 
people,” Newcom said. 

Judge Newcom was also pleased 
with the responses about the

water situation. Part of Marion’s 
long-term solution will hinge on 
Crittenden-Livingston Water Dis-
trict expanding and upgrading its 
plant and delivery system. New-
com said phase one of that up-
grade is being favorably received 
and state officials are not balking 
at the $10 million price tag. 

“It’s probably going to have to 
come from several different agen-
cies and not just one place,” New-
com said. While no firm 
commitment on funding was pro-
vided to local leaders during last 
Tuesday’s meetings, Newcom, like 
the mayor, said a spirit of cooper-
ation is clear. 

US 641’s final leg from Fredonia 
to near Eddyville was discussed 
when leaders met with transporta-
tion cabinet officials. Based on 
those talks, Newcom said his un-
derstanding is that final design 
work is being done now and it will 

be unveiled sometime later this 
year. 

Crittenden County School Su-
perintendent Tonya Driver added 
that she and Cameron Edwards 
from Fredonia Valley Bank met 
with Secretary Jamie Link from 
the Cabinet of Education and 
Workforce Development. Creating 
a more seamless transition be-
tween secondary education and 
the workforce is a primary focus of 
business and education leaders in 
Crittenden and surrounding coun-
ties. 

In meetings with Health and 
Family Services officials, Newcom 
and Browning sought support, on 
behalf of Crittenden Community 
Hospital, for House Bill 75, a pro-
posal to increase outpatient reim-
bursement with the Medicaid 
fee-for-service program. The legis-
lation could improve receipts for 
the local hospital.

Georgia-born Floridian loves hunting in Crittenden

Hayes changes mind on contest-winning buck



STAFF REPORT 
By scoring differential 

alone, it was the biggest Sec-
ond Region Tournament vic-
tory in the history of Lady 
Rocket basketball. 

Crittenden County pelted 
Hopkinsville 87-61 Monday 
in the opening round of the 
tournament.  

Surprising it was not. Sure 
it was sweet for CCHS to win 
just its sixth regional tourna-
ment game in the past 25 
years, but there wasn’t too 
much fanfare.  

“It’s nice to get a regional 
win,” said Lady Rocket coach 
Shannon Hodge. 

But the disinterest couldn’t 
have been more conspicuous 
for basketball fans without a 
deep blue stake in the out-
come.  

Up by 19 at the break, the 
Lady Rockets played in front 
of mostly their own fans, cer-
tainly by the second half 
when the large crowd in the 
gym after Hopkins Central 
beat Webster County 64-50 
in the early game didn’t stick 
around long to see the blister 
Crittenden left on the Lady 
Tigers. CCHS led by 31 at one 
point in the third quarter and 
by game’s end all 13 Lady 
Rockets listed in the score-
book had posted at least a 
point. Senior Taylor Guess 
led the way with 25 and she’s 
now just 15 boards from her 
1,000th rebound. 

Hopkinsville (8-15) was the 
fourth worst team in the re-
gion, according to power 
rankings. So wiping them out 
had about as much genuine 
appeal as a sliced ham and 
green bean banquet dinner.  

Consider it a bland appe-

tizer for a main course that 
will begin on Friday when the 
stakes go up and the compe-
tition follows suit. 

“We can’t be satisfied with 
how we played,” Hodge 
added. “We have to challenge 
ourselves mentally, stay fo-
cused and get tougher. It will 
get tougher from here.” 

The Lady Rockets will find 
themselves in a rematch with 
Hopkins Central, a team they 
lost to by eight points in the 
last regular-season game at 
Morton’s Gap, but beat in the 
first round of last year's re-
gional tournament. Febru-
ary's encounter was a 
closely-contested four quar-

ters, and despite the loss, 
CCHS somehow came away 
without losing its No. 2 rank-
ing in the region, according to 
the KHSAA power formula. 
They finished the regular sea-
son 4/100ths of a point 
ahead of the Lady Storm in 
those ratings. According to 
Dave Cantrall's Ratings – 
which are a decades-old sta-
ple in the Courier-Journal – 
Crittenden is 4th behind 
Henderson, Madisonville and 
Hopkins Central, respec-
tively. The HCHS  Lady 
Colonels are a consensus No. 
1 in the region.  

Crittenden and Hopkins 
Central punched their tickets 
to the Final Four the night 
before Henderson beat 
Madisonville, and Christian 
County got past Livingston 
Central, to earn semifinal 
berths. 

Hopkins Central and Crit-
tenden have each lost just 
once against Second Region 
teams this season. The Storm 
was defeated by Henderson 
while Crittenden lost to Hop-
kins Central a couple of 
weeks ago. Henderson, Crit-
tenden and Hopkins Central 
are a combined 46-2 against 
the region field.  

Of course, the rankings will 
have no bearing whatsoever 
on the rest of this week’s 
play. The championship is 
scheduled for Saturday, and 
ratings have never won a 
championship. Just ask any-
one on Crittenden County’s 
2021 team, which finished 
the regular season No. 2 in 
the region, but missed post-
season due to a handful of 
COVID-19 cases and quaran-
tine protocol that wiped out 

the roster. 
Winning the tournament

opener may not have been
cause for a grand celebration, 
but it did bring the Gritty out
of the Lady Rockets’ 30-year 
skipper, who struck the pop-
ular dance move for her team
after the game.  

If course, that drew grand
applause.  

Until Monday, Hodge’s
teams had won only one re-
gional tournament game
since capturing the entire
thing in 2011 and going to
the Sweet 16 for the only time
in history. Otherwise, CCHS
hasn’t won too much in the
regional tournament – ever.  

Beating Hopkinsville by 26
was close to Crittenden’s cu-
mulative tournament win dif-
ferential over the past 13
years. 

Now, the Lady Rockets will
take their 24-5 record into
the semifinal against Hopkins 
Central’s 24-8 girls. Records
have no regional crowns ei-
ther, but the Lady Rockets
are hoping they get a chance
at their second later this
week. If they can win one
more game, it will tie the
Rocket girls’ winningest sea-
son in school history. 

 
Hopkinsville             8     22    37  61 
Crittenden County   22    41    67  87 
HOPKINSVILLE – Paxton 14, Tulles 2,
Fleming 23, Earthmen 3, Forte 10,
Sharber 3, McGee 4, Sheffield 2. FG
24. 3-pointers 6. FT 7-11. 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 25, N.Boone
9, A.Boone 21, Evans 2, Hatfield 8,
Federico 2, Hunt 5, McDaniel 3, Rush-
ing 2, Holeman 2, Stewart 4, Munday
1, Hodge 3. FG 27. 3-pointers 5
(A.Boone, 2, N.Boone 2, Guess). FT
28-43.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Basketball Games 

SECOND REGION GIRLS 
At Union County, Morganfield 
MONDAY 
Hopkins Central 64, Webster Co. 50 
Crittenden Co. 87, Hopkinsville 61 
TUESDAY 
Christian Co. 61, Livingston Cent. 47 
Henderson 56, Madisonville 44 
FRIDAY 
Crittenden vs Hopkins Central, 6pm 
Henderson vs Christian Co., 7:30pm 
SATURDAY 
Championship, 6pm 

FIFTH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 
GIRLS 

First Round Results 
Crittenden County 70, Lyon Co. 49 
Livingston Cent. 42, Trigg Co. 26 
Thursday’s Championship 
Crittenden Co. 54, Livingston Central 44 

BOYS 
First Round Results 
Lyon County 95, Livingston Cent. 53 
Trigg Co. 57, Crittenden 49 
Friday’s Championship 
Lyon County 88, Trigg County 47 

SOFTBALL | BASEBALL 

Assessment is Saturday 

  Youth baseball and softball registra-
tion is underway. Deadline is this Sat-
urday, March 4. Cost ranges from $25 
to $55 depending on league. There is 
a discount for multiple players from 
one family. Registration after March 4 
carries a $25 penalty. The absolute 
final day to register even by paying 
penalty is March 17. Skills assess-
ment is 9:30 a.m., to 11:30 a.m., Sat-
urday, March 4 at the former armory 
on Rochester Street in Marion. All 
players age 7-up who are new to the 
league or are moving up to a new age 
division need to attend skills assess-
ment. A registration form can be 
downloaded from The Press Online or 
from the Dugout Club’s Facebook 
page. For more information, contact 
Tanner Tabor at 859-333-9751. 

OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are some of the key hunting 
opportunities currently in season or 
coming up:  
Snow Goose         Feb. 16 - March 31 
Youth Turkey                         April 1-2 
Turkey                       April 15 - May 7 
Coyote                             Year Round 
Ground Hog                     Year Round 

Coyote night hunting 

  Right now is a great time to hunt 
coyotes. In deer hunting terms, it’s the 
rut. Coyote breeding season in-
creases activity and improves condi-
tions for hunters. Hunters may only 
use artificial light or other means de-
signed to make wildlife visible at night 
from Dec. 1 to March 31, and May 16 
to June 30. Without a light, coyotes 
may be hunted year-round, day or 
night, with no bag limit. Artificial light 
or other means designed to make 
wildlife visible at night cannot be con-
nected to or cast from a mechanized 
vehicle. On public land after daylight 
hours, a person shall not use any 
equipment other than a bow, cross-
bow or shotgun loaded with a multi-
pleprojectile shell. On private land 
after daylight hours, coyote hunters 
may only use a bow, crossbow or 
shotgun loaded with pelleted shells. 
From Dec. 1 to March 31, and May 16 
to June 30, hunters on private land at 
night may also use any breech-load-
ing rifle or pistol of any caliber, a shot-
gun firing a single projectile or a 
muzzleloader of .54-caliber or less. A 
person allowed by state and federal 
law to own a firearm noise suppressor 
can use it to hunt coyotes.  Night hunt-
ing for coyotes is prohibited on some 
public grounds, including Land Be-
tween the Lakes National Recreation 
Area, Clarks River National Wildlife 
Refuge and Reelfoot National Wildlife 
Refuge in western Kentucky. Hand or 
mouth-operated calls and electronic 
calls that imitate wounded prey or coy-
ote calls are legal. It is legal to hunt 
coyotes over animal carcasses.  

STAFF REPORT 
It’s always balmy in Liv-

ingston Central’s gym, even 
with the big fans they rolled 
out for each end of the floor 
during the Fifth District Tour-
nament Thursday.  

When the home team – 
which had been down by as 
many as nine early – tied the 
game for the first time four 
minutes into the second half, 
the pressure cooker turned 
up to Caribbean levels. Crit-
tenden was battling some foul 
trouble, starters were on the 
bench and the offense was a 
bit stale. 

The real fans – those don-
ning Livingston red – really 
started blowing the lid off. 
The momentum had shifted 
and the Lady Rockets needed 
it back.  

Weathering the next minute 
or so was tantamount to 
heavily-favored Crittenden 
County winning its second 
straight district tournament 
title.  

When you have the district 
and regional player of the 
year on your side, everything 
is cool. 

That’s when Lady Rocket 
senior Taylor Guess and the 
CCHS defense found new legs 
and got a handle on the 
game’s thermostat. It wasn’t 
exactly smooth sailing the 
rest of the way, but the storm 
had passed and Crittenden 
County beat Livingston Cen-
tral 56-46. 

Lady Rocket senior Natalie 
Boone and her freshman sis-
ter, Anna Boone, both fouled 

out in the game’s final two 
minutes and it was still a 
four-point ballgame. Critten-
den had gone almost four 
minutes without a bucket 
when off the bench freshman 
Chloe Hunt netted two free 
throws that broke the ice and 
gave Crittenden County some 
breathing room just when the 
Cardinal girls were twisting 
up another warm front. 
Freshman starter Elliot 
Evans and Guess dropped in 
four straight foul shots over 
the next few seconds to seal 
the victory. 

Thirty-year skipper Shan-
non Hodge, who guided her 
team to a district crown for 
the fifth time, said Livingston 
did a good job matching her 
team’s intensity. 

“We were able to hit some 
free throws down the stretch 
after we had struggled at the 
line during the game,” she 
said. “This is their court and 
they played well. You have to 
hand it to them.  

"I was proud of our kids. I 
think they took (Livingston’s) 
best shot and were still able 
to come away with the win.” 

The Lady Rockets (23-5) 
had beaten LCHS three times 
during the regular season, 
outscoring the Cardinal girls 
176-94. Crittenden, was 
ranked No. 2 in the region at 
the end of regular season, ac-
cording to the KHSAA power 
rankings. The Lady Cardinals 
(12-18) also advanced to the 
regional tournament.  

Guess finished with 31 
points and Natalie Boone had 
a dozen.  

Livingston’s freshman 
guard Aubrey Leahy, who had 
10 in the fourth period, led 
her team with 17. Sophomore 
Victoria Joiner had 13. 
Against Guess’s defense, 
Joiner didn’t score a basket 
in the final period.  

 
Crittenden County   18    27    38  56 
Livingston Central   11    17    32  46 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 31, N.Boone 
12, A.Boone 4, Evans 5, Hatfield 2, 
Federico, Hunt 2, McDaniel. FG 21. 3-
pointers 3 (Guess 2, N.Boone). FT 11-
19. 
LIVINGSTON – Jennings, Davidson, 
Downey 8, T.Leahy 4, Aubrey Leahy 
17, Mikaela Holman 2, Joiner 13, Ra-
mage 2. FG 17. 3-pointers 1 (Downey). 
FT 11-19.

Lady Rocket freshman Elliot Evans moves around a screen set 
by classmate Andrea Federico during the Fifth District champi-
onship game last week at Smithland.

Girls repeat district championship

Senior Addie Hatfield trims 
down the district nets.

Crittenden 
County’s 
three male 
selections to 
the All Fifth 
District 
Team were 
seniors Case 
Gobin and 
Preston 
Morgeson 
and junior 
Travis 
Champion.

Crittenden 
County’s fe-
male selec-
tions to the All 
Fifth District 
Team were 
freshman 
Anna Boone, 
senior Taylor 
Guess, fresh-
man Elliot 
Evans and 
senior Natalie 
Boone.

ALL FIFTH DISTRICT TEAM SELECTIONS

Lady Rockets play Hopkins Central Friday in Semifinal 

Girls’ Gritty effort wipes out Hoptown
2REGION TOURNAMENT

Senior Taylor Guess scored 25 
to help beat Hopkinsville.



STAFF REPORT 
Hands-on activities, 

demonstrations and local 
artisans are components 
of a Saturday, March 18 
celebration of women 
and girls in the arts. 

While the Community 
Arts Foundation-spon-
sored event celebrates 
women and girls, activi-
ties will appeal to males 
and females alike, says 
coordinator Kim Vince, 
who said the idea for the 
event arose from the na-
tional celebration of 
Women’s History Month. 

The event is from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Fohs 
Hall. 

Artisans interested in 
participating, either as a 
vendor or speaker, 
should contact Vince at 
kimberly.vince@gmail.co
m or (270) 704-1446.  

Vince says participants 
can expect to see the fol-
lowing: 

•Displays of women 
artists. 

•Demonstrations by 
women artisans. 

•Children's activities 
•Vendors for women 

and by women. 
•Goodie bags to the 

first 50 to arrive, featur-
ing items and discounts 
from local and regional 
businesses. 

•Concessions. 
•Graffiti Wall of inspir-

ing women. 
•Kentucky Speakers 

Bureau or Kentucky 
Chauatauqua performer. 

•Painted barn quilt. 
•Hand-made books. 
•Story time. 
“Our goal is to cele-

brate the achievements 
of women and both the 
arts and leadership,” 
Vince said.  

“We hope to have 
something that will inter-
est every age and even 
both men and women. 
This event is for every-
one, but we aim to show-
case empowered and 
inspirational women.” 

There will also be a fit-
ness component for 
women, bread and candy  
sales by the Crittenden 
County Extension Home-
makers and a career cos-
tume center for kids.  

The event is free with 
the exception of pur-
chases from vendors. 

Lexie Millikan, a local 

artist and CAF board 
member, will provide ma-
terials for a collaborative 
weaving project. 

The mission of Com-
munity Arts Foundation 
is to  host events that in-
clude many types of art-
related activities for all 
kinds of people.  

Vince said the arts can 
allow all people to ex-
press themselves by de-
veloping special talents, 
to become more aware of 
themselves and their 
feelings, to become more 
sure of themselves, as 
well as become aware of 
their potential, to more 
effectively and positively 
communicate with oth-
ers, and to develop better 
attitudes toward the 
quality of life that the 
community offers. 
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Dolly joins 
show’s stage 
at Fohs Hall 

STAFF REPORT 
Christian music recording artist Eric 

Horner, Dolly’s tribute to Minnie Pearl 
(aka the late Phyllis Sykes) and a star-
studded lineup of local talent will head-
line this weekend’s Old Kentucky 
Hayride at historic Fohs Hall in Marion. 

“Since the passing of Phyllis Sykes 
(our Minnie Pearl) we have talked so 
much about how that void would ever 
be filled,” The Old Kentucky Hayride 
posted on its social media page. “She 
brought so much to the stage and the 
atmosphere. 

“We knew Minnie could never be re-
placed and ultimately decided to just 
let God give us the answer. And you 
know what? He did,” the post contin-
ued. 

The local variety show will this week-
end debut Anna Beth Blackburn as 
Dolly, who will visit with fans starting 
at 5:30 p.m., when the doors open until 
the show begins at 7 p.m. 

“Dolly will be in our lobby and audi-
torium... waiting to get her picture 
made with you and saying 'Howdy' to 
everyone, just like her friend, Minnie 
Pearl did,” a promotional post for the 
show says.  

Blackburn and Sykes, a former 
school teacher and active city council-
woman at the time of her untimely 
death last summer, had a very special 
friendship, Hayride organizers say. 

“We know beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that Minnie would certainly ap-
prove of Dolly and our decision. Let's 
hear it Old Kentucky Hayride fans, 
please make welcome Miss Anna Beth 
Blackburn as Dolly!” 

The Old Kentucky Hayride, which 
was born many years ago in Marion 
and featured local and regional talent, 
was revived a few years ago by Marion’s 
Classy and Grassy. Cutter and Cash 
Singleton and Brennan Cruce are the 
nucleus of Classy and Grassy, which 
has seen its own star rise in the past 
few years. Classy and Grassy will host 

the variety show and it will include 
Horner, who studied guitar under 
Steven Curtis Chapman and toured as 
a musician with Nashville artists such 
as Lee Greenwood, Shania Twain, 
Wynonna Judd and Brad Paisley. For 
the past 21 years, Horner has returned 
to his gospel music roots and is a 
highly-acclaimed artist.  

Ticket sales have been brisk for the 
show. All proceeds benefit Crittenden 
County Food Bank, plus any financial 
surplus remaining from program spon-
sorships once expenses are paid. The 
Old Kentucky Hayride is a non-profit 
Classy and Grassy production.   

“We love helping others, especially 
those in our hometown and that's what 
this show is all about,” the group 
posted on its online promotion. “All 
ticket sales go to The Crittenden 
County Food Bank and all concession 
sales go to The Crittenden County 
FFA.” 

Hayride Headliners 
Eric Horner  | Dave Conyer 

Frank Hamilton  |  Sammy Jo Johnson 
Logan Shuecraft  |  Glen Browning 

Chenoa Wilcox  |  Lilly Chaney 
Buddy Stalion  |  Richard Maxfield 

Eli Moss  |  Emma Culp 
Lily Goebel  |  Brennan Cruce 

Cutter Singleton  |  Cash Singleton 
Crittenden County High School Band  

And More 
 

Tickets 

 Tickets $5 each. Proceeds from ticket 
sales go to Crittenden County Food 

Bank.  Call or text 270-969-1066 or 270-
704-5296 for tickets. Tickets are also 
available at the door night of event.
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